
 

Crime Analysis Report for Karachi (2022-2023) 

Karachi has been recognized as one of the most industrial cities of Pakistan yet it has also 

become a safe haven for robbers and murderers. In 2023, Karachi experienced a significant 

rise in street crimes, with incidents increasing by approximately 11.11% compared to the 

previous year. This upsurge in increasing crime rate highlights challenges in maintaining law 

and order show in Pakistan's largest city. The Karachi police released comprehensive data 

detailing the nature and extent of these crimes, including vehicle thefts, mobile phone 

snatchings, and violent encounters resulting in numerous deaths and injuries. Moreover, the 

city's legal community faced turmoil, further complicating the security situation. This report 

explains crime statistics of 2022 and 2023, examining the numbers of these crimes, wider 

social implications mainly emanated from this type of crimes and recommends some crime 

prevention techniques. 

Crime Statistics Overview 

Category 2022 2023 Change (%) 

Total Incidents 81,000+ 90,000+ +11.11% 

Murders during 
Robberies 

134 134 0% 

Total Causalities  411 411 0% 

Motorcycles 
Stolen/Snatched 

52,000 59,305 +14.05% 

Cars 
Stolen/Snatched 

2,000 2,336 +16.80% 

Mobile Phones 
Snatched 

26,400 28,000 +6.06% 

The detailed crime statistics for Karachi reveal a troubling increase in various types of street 

crimes. In 2023, over 90,000 incidents were reported, marking an 11.11% rise from the more 

than 80,000 cases reported in 2022. Among these incidents, 134 citizens were brutally 

murdered while resisting robberies, and hundreds were injured. The total number of murders, 

including those not related to robberies, reached 411. Vehicle theft was rampant, with over 

59,305 motorcycles and 2,336 cars stolen or snatched in 2023, compared to 52,000 

motorcycles and 2,000 cars in 2022. Additionally, more than 28,000 citizens were deprived 

of their mobile phones in 2023, an increase from 26,400 in the previous year. The data also 

indicated a rise in bank robberies, kidnappings for ransom, and extortion cases, further 

exacerbating the city's law and order challenges. Despite some efforts by the police to recover 

stolen assets, their overall performance in curbing crime remains questionable. 

Analysis 

The data from Karachi in 2023 underscores a significant deterioration in the city's security 

landscape. The 11.11% increase in reported incidents reflects a broader trend of rising street 

crimes, with vehicle theft and mobile phone snatching being particularly prevalent. The static 

number of murders during robberies, despite the overall increase in crime, suggests that while 

violent resistance outcomes have remained consistent, the frequency of such confrontations 

has increased. This could indicate a growing boldness among criminals or a higher incidence 

of citizens attempting to resist robberies. The substantial rise in vehicle thefts-14.05% for 



 

motorcycles and 16.80% for cars—highlights the need for more effective deterrents and 

preventive measures. 

The rise in bank robberies, kidnappings, and extortion cases in 2023 points to an escalation in 

organized crime activities, which could be attributed to inadequate law enforcement and 

systemic issues within the police department. The low recovery rate of stolen assets, with 

only 4,000 items recovered in 2022, further illustrates the inefficacy of current policing 

strategies. The legal community's protests and the subsequent disruption of court activities 

emphasize the multifaceted nature of Karachi's security issues, where law enforcement and 

judicial processes are both under strain. 

Recommendations for Crime Prevention 

In light of the increasing crime rates in Karachi, it is essential for citizens to take proactive 

measures to safeguard themselves and their property. Implementing strategies such as Car 

theft prevention techniques can significantly reduce the risk of vehicle theft. Installing GPS 

trackers in cars and using GPS stickers can act as deterrents and assist in recovering stolen 

vehicles. Additionally, employing anti-theft phone cases can help protect mobile phones from 

snatchings. It is also advisable for residents to stay informed and engaged with local law 

enforcement initiatives, such as participating in safe guarding programs and attending 

community meetings organized by the police. Watching educational resources, such as 

episodes of Law and Order, can also provide valuable insights into crime prevention 

strategies. Being aware of common tactics used by criminals, such as a mugger donning a 

robber mask or a thief costume, can help citizens stay vigilant and better prepared to protect 

themselves. By adopting these measures, citizens can contribute to enhancing the overall law 

and order situation in Karachi and protect themselves against the rising tide of street crimes. 
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