Modi Reaffirms Security Assurances before Peace Talks with Pakistan

Prime Minister Narendra Modi reiterated his firm stance on prioritizing the security of India
over peace with Pakistan as he responded to congratulatory messages on social media
platform X from Nawaz Sharif, the elder brother of Pakistan's Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif.
Modi emphasized the need to diminish security threats before considering peace between the
two countries.

The exchange began with PM Shahbaz Sharif congratulating Modi on assuming office for the
third time. However, it was Nawaz Sharif, known for maintaining good ties with India during
his tenure as Pakistan's Prime Minister, who took the initiative further. Nawaz extended
warm wishes and offered a mutual ground for peace, highlighting the potential for regional
development. He tweeted, “My warm felicitations to Modi Ji on assuming office for the third
time. Your party's success in recent elections reflects the confidence of the people in your
leadership. Let us replace hate with hope and seize the opportunity to shape the destiny of the
two billion people of South Asia.”

Modi’s response, however, was firm and underscored India's priority on security. He replied,
“Appreciate your message. The people of India have always stood for peace, security, and
progressive ideas. Advancing the well-being and security of our people shall always remain
our priority. “Analysts suggest that Modi's response reflects India’s long-standing position
towards Pakistan, emphasizing that terrorism in India is a by-product of Pakistani insurgents.
This stance has prolonged animosity and hindered development and growth for both nations.

Modi’s response was also influenced by a recent attack on a Hindu pilgrims' bus in Indian-
occupied Kashmir, coinciding with his oath-taking ceremony. The incident, which resulted in
the death of nine Hindu pilgrims and injured 33 others, was attributed to Kashmiri insurgents,
although no group has claimed responsibility. Some analyst do believe that th trick lies in
both nations sticking together and creating a mutual security framework for both states which
will work towards eradicating terrorism from South Asian region.

The ongoing impasse between India and Pakistan continues to create a precarious
environment in South Asian geopolitics. Improved relations between the two nations could
benefit the entire region. However, much depends on how the Indian government shapes its
approach in the coming months. If India can adjust its security mandate, there might be hope
for peaceful coexistence with its South Asian neighbor in the future



